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December 6, 2006
Administrator Steven Johnson f
United States Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue !

Washington, D.C.
Subject: PBDE Project Plan
Dear Administrator Johnson:

The Children’s Health Protection Advisory Committee (CHPAC) has
been tracking Agency activities on polybrominated diphenyl ethers
(PBDEs). We read with great interest USEPA’s Project Plan for
PBDESs dated March 2006, and Agency staff briefed us on PBDE
toxicity and the Project Plan at our June 2006 meeting. We commend
USEPA for developing a plan to address health concerns raised by
this class of brominated flame-retardants. We note that the project
plan covers a number of the issues discussed in the CHPAC’s
December 2004 letter to vou. The CHPAC recognizes that the need to
protect children from the acute hazards posed by fire is a high
priority. Finding appropriate flame-retardants that do not present
chronic health risks and developing design features that minimize fire
retardant use are critical tasks.

While the Project Plan, which describes activities EPA plans to
initiate or consider, is a step in the right direction, improvements are
needed to make it comprehensive, timely, and adequately protective
of the developing fetus, infants and children. This letter describes the
CHPAC’s concems with the Plan and provides the following
recommendations: 1) increase the Plan’s focus on risks to children;
2) increase the Plan’s focus on deca-PBDE; 3) improve screening
methods of PBDE replacement chemicals to better predict children’s
exposures; 4) elevate EPA’s role in shaping the use of less hazardous
replacement flame retardants and design features that minimize the
use of flame retardants, and 5) broaden stakeholder involvement in
the Furniture Flame Retardancy Partnership.

Concerns with the current PBDE Plan :
Based on toxic effects of PBDE in animals, exposures to PBDEs may

bave toxic effects on the developing endocrine, xmmunologlc and
nervous systems of fetuses, infants and chlldren
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